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Proclamation 6913—Minority
Enterprise Development Week, 1996
August 23, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As our Nation continues to surge forward

in the competitive arena of international
business, minority entrepreneurs are playing
an increasingly important role. In the new
global economy, minority-owned businesses
represent a unique advantage for the United
States; the diversity of our national business
community is one of its main strengths. Be-
hind this success lies the daily work of thou-
sands of minority business men and women
who are continuing to renew the validity of
the American Dream. Moreover, they are
showing that the Dream is strongest when
all can participate.

These Americans have stepped forward to
accept several challenges: the challenge of
opening economic participation to all citi-
zens; the challenge of overcoming the under-
representation of minorities in business own-
ership and management; and the challenge
of creating jobs in the communities where
they are needed most. These minority entre-
preneurs entered the marketplace with no
guarantees of success, and their achieve-
ments have helped level the playing field for
others who wish to follow in their footsteps.

Minority business leaders contribute to
our country’s cultural and social heritage as
well as to its economic health. As business
pioneers, they are valuable role models to
our youth, living heroes whose hard work and
self-empowerment are strong examples for
others to follow. These are the people whose
work we celebrate during this 14th annual
observance of Minority Enterprise Develop-
ment Week. This year’s observance is par-
ticularly poignant. It comes just months after
our Nation lost Commerce Secretary Ron
Brown and a group of talented and dedicated
Federal employees and American business
people in a tragic plane crash during a trade
mission to open commercial opportunities
for American businesses in Bosnia.

Ron Brown worked hard to include minor-
ity business interests in our Nation’s business

and economic development policies, and as
we carry forward his legacy, it is our respon-
sibility to ensure that all Americans can see
business ownership as more than just a
dream. Our future as a world economic
power rests on the notion that business own-
ership can be attained by anyone willing to
work toward that goal. Minority Enterprise
Development Week is a time to spotlight the
minority men and women who provide the
goods, services, and jobs that keep this Na-
tion strong. These Americans support their
communities and inspire future generations.
They are confident and competent people
whose commercial accomplishments show
them to be equal to any fair competition,
whether here or abroad.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 22
through September 28, 1996, as Minority
Enterprise Development Week. I call on all
citizens to commemorate this week with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities, joining
together to recognize the contributions that
minority entrepreneurs make to our Nation’s
economy.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-third day of August, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:43 a.m., August 26, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 27, and it was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
August 24, 1996

Good morning. As I speak to you today,
America can look back on a week of remark-
able achievement.

Together we enacted a law to ensure you
can take your health insurance from job to
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job and never be denied insurance just be-
cause you or someone in your family has
been sick. Together we made pensions more
secure and raised the minimum wage to
make it easier for working parents to raise
their children. Together we tore down a
failed welfare system to move millions of
people from welfare to work while protecting
their children. And together, we enacted the
toughest ever measures to cut off children’s
access to tobacco products.

America is on the right track, offering
more opportunity, demanding more respon-
sibility, building a stronger community, a
sense of shared values, and stronger families.

Today I want to talk about something else
we have to do to really strengthen America’s
families, making sure that children can walk
home from school or play in their backyards
without the plague of violence. We’ve cer-
tainly come a long way, with sweeping anti-
crime measures that have helped to reduce
our crime rate for 4 years in a row now. We
passed the Brady bill, which already has
stopped 60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers
from buying handguns. We’re putting
100,000 new police officers on the beat and
banning assault weapons. And we’re giving
our children something to say yes to, some
positive activities and strong role models to
build better futures.

But nothing is more threatening to our
families and communities and more destruc-
tive of our basic values than sex offenders
who victimize children and families. Study
after study tell us that they often repeat the
same crimes. That’s why we have to stop sex
offenders before they commit their next
crime, to make our children safe and give
their parents peace of mind.

Since taking office I have undertaken an
aggressive three-part plan to stop sexual
predators. First, our crime bill required every
State in the Nation to keep track of sex of-
fenders. That law is working. Just this week,
a previously convicted sex offender who had
moved to a new neighborhood in Illinois was
arrested for molesting a 9-year-old boy. The
police caught him only because they had
come to his home to register him under our
new law.

Second, I signed Megan’s Law, which re-
quired States to notify communities when sex

offenders move into the neighborhood. Now
we’re taking the third and most important
step. Sixty days ago I directed the Attorney
General to draw up a plan for a national reg-
istry of sex offenders. That plan has now
reached my desk. Today I am pleased to an-
nounce that we are following through on our
commitment to keep track of these criminals,
not just in a single State but wherever they
go, wherever they move, so that parents and
police have the warning they need to protect
our children. Our reasoning is simple. Dead-
ly criminals don’t stay within State lines, so
neither should law enforcement’s tools to
stop them.

Here’s how it will work. Every time a sex
offender is released, their State will force
them to register. Then the FBI will compile
these State lists into a national data base.
Within 6 months, a new computer network
will give States information from every other
State for the very first time. A police officer
in Cleveland could get information about any
known sex offenders in Cleveland, even if the
crimes were committed in New York or Los
Angeles. Then they will share that informa-
tion with the families and communities that
have a right to know. This national registry
sends a simple message to those who would
prey on our children: The law will follow you
wherever you go.

To meet the parents who have had their
children stolen from them, to see how these
hateful acts destroy whole families and com-
munities is to know that we need more than
local solutions to stop these criminals. We
need the resources and resolve of our whole
national law enforcement team working to-
gether.

Above all, we must move forward to the
day when we are no longer numb to acts of
violence against children, when their appear-
ance on the evening news is both shocking
and very rare. Our approach is working.
We’re putting cops on the beat, taking guns,
drugs, and criminals off the streets. More and
more, our children can learn and play and
dream without risk of harm. That is an Amer-
ica that is moving in the right direction.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:55 p.m. on
August 23 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 24.
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Remarks on Beginning a Whistlestop
Tour in Huntington, West Virginia
August 25, 1996

The President. Thank you. Ladies and
gentlemen—thank you—[applause]. Ladies
and gentlemen, 36 years ago, when President
Kennedy came here, he said, ‘‘The sun
doesn’t always shine in West Virginia, but the
people do.’’ Today we have the sun and the
people. [Applause] Thank you very much.
Thank you.

Thank you for making Hillary and Chelsea
and me feel so welcome. Thank you, Gov-
ernor Caperton, for being my friend and sup-
porter and for the fine job you have done.
Governor Caperton did a lot to put West Vir-
ginia on the national map by putting comput-
ers in the schools of your children. If you
reelect Al Gore and Bill Clinton, in the next
4 years we’ll hook every one of those class-
rooms in America and in West Virginia up
to the information superhighway, so that all
of our children will have world-class edu-
cation.

Thank you, Charlotte Pritt, for flying down
with me and for running for Governor of
West Virginia. Thank you for sharing your
plans to develop the economy on the way
down here. They are consistent with my own,
and they depend upon initiatives like the one
that Marilyn just talked about. I want you
in the governorship, and we’ll work together
to get West Virginia’s unemployment rate
down to and below the national average. And
we shouldn’t be satisfied until we get there.

Thank you, Congressman Wise, for all that
you do in Congress and for heading the
Democratic Policy Group and putting our
party in Congress squarely on the side of rais-
ing the minimum wage, increasing edu-
cational opportunity, increasing access to
health care, and growing the economy for 4
more years. And thank you, Nick Rahall, your
Congressman, for all the work he has done
to build the infrastructure of our country and
this State. You know, if you put the Demo-
crats in the majority in Congress again, Nick
Rahall will be chairman of that committee
again and can do more good for you.

Thank you, Jay Rockefeller, for standing
up for children and for health care and for
the ordinary citizens of the United States and

your beloved West Virginia. I thank you and
Sharon for being such good friends to Hillary
and to me. Ladies and gentlemen, I want you
to know that when we signed that Kennedy-
Kassebaum bill this week, which said to 25
million Americans you can’t be cut off your
health insurance if somebody in your family
gets sick, and you can’t lose it if you change
jobs—in addition to the sponsors of that bill,
the people who were most responsible for
bringing it up and hammering it home to the
public consciousness were Jay Rockefeller
and the First Lady of the United States, be-
cause they fought for health care before it
was popular.

And I want to thank both your Congress-
man and your Senator, and two of our guests
who are out here, Senator Wendell Ford and
Congressman Mike Ward from Kentucky,
who are here with the Governor of Kentucky,
Paul Patton, and the former first lady, Phyllis
George Brown. We thank you all for coming.
Because when our friends in the opposition
tried to pass a budget that would have given
us a two-tiered system of Medicare, one for
the wealthy and one for the poor, that would
have turned away from our historic commit-
ment to health care for families with disabil-
ities, for the elderly in nursing homes, for
the poorest children in our country, that
would have cut our investment in education
when we need to spend more and cut our
investment in protecting the environment
when we need to invest more, and I vetoed
it, they upheld my veto. If it hadn’t been for
them, none of this would have happened.
They stood up. They were counted and they
said, no.

Let me thank all the other officials who
are here. Thank you, Mayor Jean Dean. I
thank all the State officials who are here,
your treasurer, your secretary of State, your
attorney general, your agriculture commis-
sioner, your auditor, the president of the sen-
ate, Senator Tomlin, your party chair, Chuck
Chambers, and former Governor Smith. I
thank all of you for coming here. I thank
President Cecil Roberts of the UMW for
being here.

I thank President Wade Gilley of Marshall
University. And thank you, Marshall Thun-
dering Herd Band. You were great today.
And thanks for being so good to Hillary.
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